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Narrated by Stephen King, Matthew Broderick, Michael C. Hall, Paul Giamatti, Will Patton, Norbert

Leo Butz, Lois Smith, Dylan Baker, Kyle Beltran, Dana Ivey, Robert Petkoff, David Morse, and

Frances Sternhagen. The master at his scarifying best! From heart-pounding terror to the eeriest of

whimsy - tales from the outer limits of one of the greatest imaginations of our time! In "The Mist", a

supermarket becomes the last bastion of humanity as a peril beyond dimension invades the earth.

Touch "The Man Who Would Not Shake Hands", and say your prayers. There are some things in

attics that are better left alone - things like "The Monkey". The most sublime woman driver on earth

offers a man "Mrs. Todd's Shortcut" to paradise. A boy's sanity is pushed to the edge when he's left

alone with the odious corpse of "Gramma". If you were stunned by Gremlins, the Fornits of "The

Ballad of the Flexible Bullet" will knock your socks off. Trucks that punish and beautiful teen demons

who seduce a young man to massacre; curses whose malevolence grows through the years;

obscene presences and angels of grace - here, indeed, is a night-blooming bouquet of chills and

thrills.
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Before I shifted in literary tastes from mostly science fiction and fantasy to Tom Clancy-style military

thrillers, I was a regular reader of Stephen King's macabre masterpieces. I have about two-thirds of

his literary output, and if books were not as expensive now I'd still be a regular reader of King's

works.One of my favorite books by Steve-o is Skeleton Crew, his second collection of short stories,



including the novella "The Mist." And as in any collection of short fiction, some of the 22 stories

stand head and shoulders above the rest.The creepiest, by far, is "The Mist," which begins with, as

in all good King works, with a seemingly normal event (a storm) and a routine occurrence (a trip to

the supermarket) and slowly but surely morphs into a situation which becomes scarier as the story

progresses. While not wanting to give anything away, I can tell you this much -- I'll never go to the

Kash n' Karry and look at it quite the same way again, particularly in the spaghetti sauce

section."Survivor Type" is King's take on Robinson Crusoe. Its protagonist is Richard Pine, a

surgeon who, unfortunately, has also been involved in the narcotics "business." Now, after he is

shipwrecked and marooned on a desert isle, Pine is forced to face his inner demons and, by the

way, cope with the problem of what to eat in a place where there is no viable food source. Suffice it

to say that in his desperation he will have to use his surgical training to solve this dicey

problem.While there are other stories that give me the willies, I am always drawn to "Word

Processor of the Gods.

SKELETON CREW is mostly a collection of Stephen King short stories (there are a couple of

poems). The collection was published around 1986. King had been a world-wide publishing

phenomenon for just over a decade at that point. The stories are mostly hits, including a few bona

fide classics, including "The Mist", "The Monkey", and "The Raft" with just a few lackluster tales.

Most of the stories are works that were published previously in various print sources. The stories are

prefixed with an introduction by King explaining why he still writes short stories. The works in the

book are as follows."The Mist"--recently published as a stand alone novella and adapted by Frank

Darabont into a motion picture. "The Mist" is probably the strongest story in the collection and one of

the better known and well-liked stories from SKELETON CREW. "The Mist" tells the story of a group

of people that find themselves stranded at a local shopping center when a mysterious mist covers

the town and surroundings and brings with it creatures from a prehistoric age. If you've seen

Darabont's film, you really should read the story. The story has an ambiguous ending, but literally

ends in "hope"."Here There Be Tygers"--a little boy has to go to the bathroom but is scared because

he believes that there is a tiger inside the stalls. Not everything is in one's imagination and children

don't cry wolf as often as many adults think they do."The Monkey"--this is probably the best known

tale from SKELETON CREW, after "The Mist". "The Monkey" is a story about a man who believes

that a mechanical, cymbal-crashing monkey is cursed. He believes that every time the monkey

crashes its symbols someone close to the man dies.
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